
We have just returned from Youth Camp; where chocolate 

milk is the drink of choice, showers are more optional than 

we would like to admit, and the messier the game, the 

more popular it is! We had 18 teenagers come to camp 

ranging from seniors in High School, to upcoming 8th 

graders. These teens definitely knew how to have fun! We 

duct taped people to walls, had silly string fights, fought 

over a Crisco-smothered watermelon, cracked eggs on 

each others’ faces and much more!  

Youth Camp is such a fun time, but it is also a place where 

God can take teenagers out of their normal routines and 

get a hold of their hearts. We saw this in such a dramatic 

way this year. On Thursday night, Nate spoke about who 

Jesus was. He used the illustration of a rose which he gave                           

to each teen. Just like the rose, we were created 

beautifully and in the image of God but through sin we 

have become damaged, wounded, defiant, and rebellious. 

He had the teens break every petal off of their roses and 

break the stems. Nate drew the comparison that the roses 

are what we are: broken, misshapen, marred, and not even 

close to displaying our intended glory for which God 

created us. Then he asked the question, “Who would ever 

want someone like this, someone so broken and tainted?” 

with the reply “JESUS!  JESUS WANTS THE ROSE!” Jesus 

desires us even in our brokenness, even in our sin. He 

became sin for us so that we might become the 

“righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  
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Nate then gave an invitation to ask Jesus into your 

heart for the first time, to begin a relationship with 

Him. My younger sister, Hannah, was sitting directly 

behind me. I glanced back and saw her raise her hand. I 

couldn’t believe it!  When I finally looked up at Nate he 

was also looking at Hannah. All 3 of us were crying. 

There are not even words to express the joy that I felt 

in that moment. Nate invited those who accepted 

Christ to meet at a table in the cafeteria. I ran up to 

meet Hannah and what I thought would be one or two 

more teens. I burst into the cafeteria and my mouth 

fell open. Around that table sat 12 teenagers! Again, I 

couldn’t believe my eyes. I saw emotion pouring out of 

these ‘tough’ teenage boys that was so incredibly 

honest. I looked at the girls and saw such joy as if they 

had just been swept off their feet by a long, lost lover. 

I was able to embrace Hannah in a hug that will never 

fade from my memory. My best friend, my little sister 

is now my sister in Christ. I cannot even put into words 

the explosion of joy and thankfulness I felt at that 

moment!!!!!!  

Please join Nate and me in praying for these teenagers 

as they begin another school year, as they return to 

some very tough situations within their families and 

circles of friends. Pray that they will continue to 

experience the Lord and His goodness in their lives and 

that they continue to grow in Him.  

Thank you for supporting us in our ministry! Lives have 

been added to the kingdom of heaven through what 

you have given! We are now back in Florida continuing 

to raise our support. Pray that we are discovering the 

Lord in fresh, new ways as He daily provides for us ALL 

that we need. 

 

 


